ENGLISH

The study of English helps create
confident communicators, imaginative
thinkers and informed citizens. We
implement all aspects of the Australian
Curriculum, ensuring our teachers are well
trained to best guide students through the
key areas of language development.

Language

Language variation and change: Students learn that languages and dialects are
constantly evolving due to historical, social and cultural changes, demographic
movements and technological innovations. They come to understand that these factors,
along with new virtual communities and environments, continue to affect the nature and
spread of English.

Language for interaction: Students learn that the language used by individuals varies
according to their social setting and the relationships between the participants. They
learn that accents and styles of speech and idiom are part of the creation and
expression of personal and social identities.

Text structure and organisation: Students learn how texts are structured to achieve
particular purposes; how language is used to create texts that are cohesive and
coherent; how texts about more specialised topics contain more complex language
patterns and features; and how the author guides the reader/viewer through the text
through effective use of resources at the level of the whole text, the paragraph and the
sentence.

Expressing and developing ideas: Students learn how, in a text, effective authors
control and use an increasingly differentiated range of clause structures, words and
word groups, as well as combinations of sound, image, movement, verbal elements and
layout. They learn that the conventions, patterns and generalisations that relate to
English spelling involve the origins of words, word endings, Greek and Latin roots, base
words and affixes.

Sound and letter knowledge: Students develop knowledge about the sounds of
English and learn to identify the sounds in spoken words. They learn the letters of the
alphabet and how to represent spoken words by using combinations of these letters.

Literature

Literature and context: Students learn how ideas and viewpoints about events, issues
and characters that are expressed by authors in texts are drawn from and shaped by
different historical, social and cultural contexts.



Responding to literature: Students learn to identify personal ideas, experiences and
opinions about literary texts and discuss them with others. They learn how to recognise
areas of agreement and difference, and how to develop and refine their interpretations
through discussion and argument.

Examining literature: Students learn how to explain and analyse the ways in which
stories, characters, settings and experiences are reflected in particular literary genres,
and how to discuss the appeal of these genres. They learn how to compare and
appraise the ways authors use language and literary techniques and devices to
influence readers. They also learn to understand, interpret, discuss and evaluate how
certain stylistic choices can create multiple layers of interpretation and effect.

Literacy

Texts in context: Students learn that texts from different cultures or historical periods
may reveal different patterns in how they go about narrating, informing and persuading.

Interacting with others: Students learn how individuals and groups use language
patterns to express ideas and key concepts to develop and defend arguments. They
learn how to promote a point of view by designing, rehearsing and delivering spoken
and written presentations and by appropriately selecting and sequencing linguistic and
multimodal elements.

Interpreting, analysing, evaluating: Students learn to comprehend what they read
and view by applying growing contextual, semantic, grammatical and phonic
knowledge. They develop more sophisticated processes for interpreting, analysing,
evaluating and critiquing ideas, information and issues from a variety of sources. They
explore the ways conventions and structures are used in written, digital, multimedia and
cinematic texts to entertain, inform and persuade audiences, and they use their growing
knowledge of textual features to explain how texts make an impact on different
audiences.

Creating texts: Students apply knowledge they have developed in other strands and
sub-strands to create with clarity, authority and novelty a range of spoken, written and
multimodal texts that entertain, inform and persuade audiences. They do so by
strategically selecting key aspects of a topic as well as language, visual and audio
features. They learn how to edit for enhanced meaning and effect by refining ideas,
reordering sentences, adding or substituting words for clarity, and removing repetition.
They develop and consolidate a handwriting style that is legible, fluent and automatic,
and that supports sustained writing. They learn to use a range of software programs
including word processing software, selecting purposefully from a range of functions to
communicate and create clear, effective, informative and innovative texts.

Creating literature: Students learn how to use personal knowledge and literary texts as
starting points to create imaginative writing in different forms and genres and for
particular audiences. Using print, digital and online media, students develop skills that
allow them to convey meaning, address significant issues and heighten engagement
and impact.



