
17 July 2012 

St Francis Xavier is highlighting 

Catholic Education Week by launching 

our Mission & Vision statement with a 

whole school Liturgy in the Quad 

commencing at 2 pm Tuesday 24 July 

You’re invited to attend 



MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 MESSAGE FROM AP-A 

Catholic Education Week – Please join us 

 
Catholic Education Week will be celebrated 
across Queensland from 22-28 July. This 
annual event is held to promote the special 
ethos of Catholic schools and to highlight the 
great things that take place in Catholic schools every day.   

The theme for Catholic Education Week 2012 is:  Celebrating 
Community – Family Parish School. 
 
‘Celebrating Community’ in Catholic Education Week 2012 
invites Catholic schools and education agencies to highlight 
and celebrate the value of ‘community’ and affirm its presence 
as a central aspect of the life and strength of the Catholic 
Christian tradition. 
 
‘Community’ is at the heart of the Catholic tradition. For two 
thousand years people have come together in community to 
share the story of Jesus, to nurture and strengthen each other, 
and to commit themselves to continuing his mission. 
 
There are 292 Catholic schools in Queensland that educate 
138,000 students and employ more than 17,000 teachers and 
staff and most will celebrate Catholic Education Week in some 
way.  
Our school is planning a number of activities during the week 
and we hope you are able to join in the celebrations with us. 
I thank you for your ongoing support and look forward to 
seeing you during Catholic Education Week 2012.  

We are taking the opportunity to launch our revised school 
MISSION and VISION at a liturgy in the quad on Tuesday 24 
July at 2.00pm. It is important that we have strong parent 
presence at this liturgy. Please consider coming into school a 
little earlier and being part of this celebration.  We are also 
staging a whole school expo during Catholic Education Week.  
This is essentially an exhibition showcasing some of your 
child’s brilliant achievements. Displays will be set up in the Ivey 
Activity Centre and the Resource Centre. We will finish our 
week with our school Athletics Carnival on Friday 27 July. 

Beachathon Sponsorship Cards will be distributed to all 
children this Thursday. You are encouraged to have a family 
meeting to decide who will be approached for financial support. 
This will give you two weeks before we walk on Friday 3 
August. Please see your child’s teacher if you would like to 
walk with a group. Children will be transported by bus to and 
from the event. Years 3 to 7 leave school at 9.00am for Main 
Beach (southern end of Sheraton Mirage) for a 9.30am start. 
Prep to Year 2 leave school at 10.00am and arrive at Main 
Beach for a 10.30am start. 

Friday’s Dance Party was a huge success thanks to you for 
turning up and for the great work done by the P & F committee. 
We were very excited about Dora the Explorer dropping in for 
a dance and if you liked the music we have the contact details 
for our DJ. 
 

Following consultation with staff the following projects/
resources have been listed as possibilities for P & F financial 
support. The P & F raises money through activities such as 
Friday’s Dance Party, the September Casino Night and in the 
most part through the $75/family levy that you pay with your 
school fees. Each of the listed projects will be undertaken. The 
decision that needs to be made at the next P & F meeting is 
which project you will contribute to through P & F funds. 
 
SUGGESTED P AND F FUNDED PROJECTS / RESOURCES 
Shade Shelters – portable x 2 (excludes print) $3,200.00 
Family Mass support (small gifts for the chn)   $650.00 
Spotlight (for use in school productions)  $900.00 
Electronic Sign (to replace existing sign at  
front of school)     $16,000.00 
Blinds – Ignatius Building and IAC   $9,800.00 
Handryer – Dyson Airblade x 2   $3,100.00 
TOTAL      $33,650.00   

 
HEALTHY HYGIENE 
As the flu and sickness season descends upon us, there are 
more and more sick children at school and so I feel it is timely to 
remind everyone for the need to promote Healthy Hygiene even 
more so than we normally do, not only at school, but at home too. 
 Do you know – Hands spread 80% of common infectious 
diseases!!!! 
Therefore, we are still promoting the following at school: 

Washing of hands often 
       Covering mouths and noses when coughing and 

sneezing 
 

Please encourage your children to make these procedures part of 
their everyday practice and so reduce the potential for sickness. 
Thank you! 
 
SCHOOL REWARDS COMPETITION 2012  
As you have been informed our school has won $3000 through 
the ‘Run Around Australia’ competition sponsored by Runaway 
Bay Shopping Village. This money will go towards replacing the 
existing bench at the front of the tuckshop which really needs to 
happen. Representatives from the shopping village will  attend 
Wednesday morning’s assembly to present our school with the 
cheque. 
 
RETURNING BORROWED ITEMS 
Whilst we are more than happy to loan children clothing items if 
they need a pullover, dry or clean shirts or shorts, we do not have 
an endless supply. At the moment we are out of nearly all items. 
If your child has had the need to borrow any item of clothing, we 
ask you to please wash it and return to the office as soon as 
possible. Thank you. 
 
Have a good week! 
Ronnie Wilson 



MESSAGE FROM AP-RE  

Cheers 
Jackie Cameron 

Joyfulness Carter Burnett Prep Red 

Friendliness Sophie Kanaghines Prep Gold 

  Harrison Clarke 6 Green 

  Jack Foley 3 Green 

Responsibility Abbey Griffiths Prep Green 

Determination Daniel Roberts 1 Red 

  Caleb Mahoney 2 Gold 

  James Bromley 6 Green 

Welcoming Connor Maksimas 1 Green 

Helpfulness Olivia Peat 1 Gold 

  Hannah Wyatt 2 Red 

  Bella Clancy 3 Red 

Gentleness Alannah Foy 2 Green 

Respect Daniel Gollan 3 Gold 

Kindness Llaryz Collins 4 Red 

Commitment Sophie Fischer 4 Gold 

Honesty Sienna Bennett 5 Gold 

Perseverance Nick Atkinson 5 Red 

  Blair Mason 7 Red 

Excellence Claudia Fava 7 Gold 

Reliability Julia Villamor 7 Green 

Generosity Harrison Turner 5 Green 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK -  LAUNCH OF THE REVISED 
SCHOOL MISSION & VISION  

Next  week  is  Catholic  Education 
Week  and  what  a  better  time  to 
launch the revised school MISSION 
and VISION statement.  The school 
community have organised an expo 
and display of work which reflects the 
Mission  and  Vision  document.  
Parents are most welcome to visit 
this  expo and display  on  Monday 
night 6pm – 7.30pm in the Ivey Activity Centre and the Xavier 
Resource Centre as well as Tuesday and Wednesday 9am – 
2.30pm.  Please see the flyer included in the Newsletter for extra 
information. 
Parents are warmly invited to join Fr Barry and others from the 
parish and wider community and attend our liturgy on Tuesday 
24 July at 2pm in the quad to launch our school revised Mission 
and Vision.   
A big thanks go to our ministry of writers who worked with John 
McArdle, an Educational Consultant to revise our school Mission 
and Vision.  We thank Mark Rees, Giovanna Harvey, Monique 
Handford and Lisa Duncan for working so hard with John and 
Peter Anderson on this project. 
 
YEAR 6 PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT INFORMATION NIGHT 
Last night in the Ivey Activity Centre, the Yr 6 students and their 
parent/s  participated  in  a  Personal  Development  Information 
evening.  This night was facilitated by Mrs Jennifer Mason from 
“Life Work in Progress” who conducts sessions at a number of 
Catholic  Schools  on  the  Coast.    Both  parents  and  children 
interacted and discussed various topics in relation to personal and 
social information.  We are hopeful that this information night 
encourages further conversations to continue. 
 
PARISH SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM – RECONCILATION 
Parents of children 7 years and older who have not celebrated the 
Sacrament of  Reconciliation (First  Confession /  Penance)  are 
invited to collect and enrolment pack from the Parish office or apply 
for the forms by emailing Sr Rita on pa.rbay@bne.catholic.net.au  
If you have any questions in relation to the Parish Sacramental 
program, please contact Sr Rita or myself.  
 
 
 
Caritas Australia, the Catholic Church’s Agency for International 
Aid and Development, is looking for a person, committed to Social 
Justice and the Church’s mission to the poorest of the poor, to be 
our  Diocesan  Director  for  Brisbane  and  to  work  with  our 
Queensland and Lismore diocesan directors.  This is a full-time 
paid position, located in Brisbane and may be the job for you.  If 
you are interested, please read further information on the notice 
board, contact HR Caritas Australia on 1800 024 413 and/or go to 
website  www.caritas.org.au/jobs   and  send  applications  to 
jobs@caritas.org.au by 5 pm Friday 3 August. 
 
 
 
. 

VIRTUE OF THE WEEK  
At St Francis Xavier, we teach about the importance of virtues 
within our lives; for the building of a strong character; of realizing 
talents and potentials, and becoming the best that they can be.                      
Virtues are described as the “essence of the human spirit and the 
content of our character.” 
During the week, the teachers have kept an eye on the children in 
their care and identified the following children modeling the follow-
ing virtues:  

Archbishop Tim Costelloe SDB 
(Archdiocese of Perth)  
We face many problems, many issues, 
many challenges in the church, that we 
could easily become like Martha, worried 
and distracted about these things, whereas 
if we really want to deal with them in the 
Spirit of the Lord and in openness to His 
spirit, we need to spend time sitting at his 
feet, listening to his word, forming our mind 
in harmony with his and then moving for-
ward to tackle these issues. So for me, 
that’s at the heart of this Year of Grace 

YEAR OF GRACE 
This is the fourth interview reflection from  
the Bishops on the Year of Grace Working 
Party 

mailto:pa.rbay@bne.catholic.net.au
http://www.caritas.org.au/jobs
mailto:jobs@caritas.org.au


BEACH-A-THON 

ICT NEWS 

STUDENT LEADERS YEAR FOUR’S BICYCLE  
EXCURSION 

 

At the end of Term Two all Year Four children thoroughly 
enjoyed participating in an excursion to the Ashmore Bicycle 
Safety Centre. Teachers noted the unusually high level of 
bicycle skills children demonstrated and thanked parents for 
effectively preparing their children for this important safety 
learning. Children learnt that exercising impulse control, whilst 
ensuring they abided by the road rules is a vital part of 
remaining safe when cycling! Some children managed to do 
this without enduring a trip to the play jail! Numerous children 
in Year Four regularly cycle to and from school, including 
Robbie Katic and Nicholas Pledge, who are both pictured 
below on the day of the excursion. All students agreed the 
excursion was a fun and highly inspirational learning 
experience. Even Mrs Cummins is feeling motivated to ride her 
“Green Machine” bike to school as often as her book load 

permits! 

Website and iPod, iPad App of the Week 
Little Bird Tales – $2.99 
iPod, iPad and online @ 
www.littlebirdtales.com 
Capture your child's voice and imagination with this creative 
story building tool and share them with friends and family.  
Little Bird Tales is available online or also as an iPod and 
iPad app.   
Little Bird Tales: 
• Encourages creativity  
• Helps reinforce reading and writing skills,  
• Is a GREEN alternative to books  
• Is made with kids in mind! 

Beach-a-thon 2012 
Coming up soon on Friday 3rd of August is the 2012 Beach-
a-thon, where we will walk from Main Beach to raise 
money.  Prep will walk a total of 2km, Year 1 to 2 walk a 
total of 4km and Year 3 to 7 walk a total of 10km. 
On Wednesday this week each child will receive their 
sponsor cards.  Each child will collect sponsors who will 
donate money for either each kilometre they walk or a once 
off donation. 
Once the Beach-a-thon is completed, each child is to 
collect the money from their donations and a prize draw will 
be on offer for all those who bring in their money with lots of 
fabulous prizes to be won. 
More information will be in upcoming newsletters about the 
Beach-a-thon. 
Have fun, good luck and start collecting donations 
tomorrow! 
By: Madison Beswick and Christian Dennis 
School Media Committee 

Congratulations to the following students who were 
presented with their Leadership badges by Fr Barry 
and Mr Anderson at Monday's school assembly. 
 
Sport Leaders for Semester 2: 
Nolan: Kiara Tupper Jy Aoukar 
Ivey: Tayla Shorney Braydon Austin 
Roberts: Sophie Feltell Thomas Jackson 
Donaldson: Amber Davidson Zach Cheney 
 
Leaders of Committees for Semester 2: 
Sustainability: Cam Mather 
Media: Kiara Rowe 
Spirit: Montana Jones 
Pastoral Care: Millee Jones 
Social Justice: Cassie Duncan 
Communications: Emma Spencer 
Gatherings: Georgie Graham 

Liturgy: Ella Brewster 



READING WITH TITANS  

P & F BBQ FAMILY NIGHT  RESOURCE CENTRE NEWS  

The Runaway Bay Library has recently increased it's collection of 
"Beginner Readers" 
These books are for children learning to read, generally in the first 
4 years of primary school.  
However they also assist those developing reading skills at any 
age. 
They hold a number of series including: 
Usborne First Readers 
Springboard Readers 
Reading Corner 
Storylands 
I Can Read 
And more ….. 
This is a collection we are sure parents would fine extremely 
beneficial in assisting their children to learn to read. 

RUNAWAY BAY LIBRARY 

Thanks to everyone for your kind wishes as I prepare for 
Maternity Leave.  We are very excited about our new addition to 
our family due to arrive mid August.  I am looking forward to 
spending time with my family before returning to St Francis 

Xavier next year.  

We are now in full swing in the Resource Centre and Mrs Lisa 
Duncan is looking forward to a very busy term.  To kick start our 
month, we are lucky enough to have several Gold Coast Jetstar 
Titans players participating in their My Hero Reads Too 
program on Wednesday and Thursday this week.  What a great 
way for our students to see champions read during the National 
Year of Reading!  Classes will spend time listening to the players 
read during their Library lessons on these days.  Stay tuned for 

photos next week. 

BORROWING 

All classes have now had the opportunity to borrow and we 
encourage all our parent borrowers to borrow as well.  We have 
catalogued a great range of new titles over the holidays so be 

sure to check them out when you visit us.  

Happy reading, 
Mrs Jen Craig  
Teacher Librarian 

Hello everyone and welcome back to school for Term 3.  
The July P&F meeting saw another exceptional turnout and 
we welcomed some new parents. I encourage you to attend 
the meeting as the P&F is an opportunity for you to gain an 
insight into what goes on in the school and to be an active 
participant in the school’s community. 
 
As you may have read our school was successful in winning 
the Run Around Australia shopper docket campaign. I would 
like to thank everyone who part took in this event. Your 
support has enabled us to gain the funds needed to upgrade 
the school’s tuckshop. With such an outstanding result, let’s 
set our sights on being the top Australian school next year. 
 
Catholic Education Week is nearly upon us running from 
Monday 23rd July to Fri 27th July. The focus this year is on 
community which is something that is embedded in the 
school’s values. This year the school is running a school 
wide expo in the Activity Centre, displaying all students work 
from Prep to year 7. The students have been working hard 
to put together their exhibit.  It is a great opportunity for you 
to see what your children have been doing at school and to 
share in their achievements.  
 
Friday night’s dance was another great night despite the 
weather.  The kids had a ball busting out the moves on the 
dance floor and even Dora the Explorer made a celebrity 
appearance.  I would like to thank all the volunteers for their 
time to help with the set up, cook, serving of the food, 
running of the two sales tables and those who stayed behind 
to help pack away.  The night would not have been a 
success without the time and support of all the volunteers. 
Nights like this require a lot of work and it was great to see 
so many people getting in and helping so again, thank you. 
 
The Las Vegas Casino Night is just around the corner and 
tickets will be on sale soon.  There is a limited number 
available so please keep your eyes out for upcoming 
information. 
 
We have had great turn out to all our P&F meetings this 
year and our next one is been held on August the 14th and it 
would be great to see as many people there as possible. 
 
Regards 
Todd 
Chapman. 
 

Titan’s Reading Visit 
The theme for this year’s Children’s Book Council awards is 
‘Champions Read’. In keeping with this theme   we are very lucky 
to have members of the Rugby League Titian’s team coming to 
read to our children this Wednesday and Thursday as part of their 
Library lessons.  This is a wonderful program available to schools 
which allows children to experience the players in a different way - 
as ‘Champions who Read’.  
Happy Reading  
Mrs Duncan and Mrs Brown 



CHANGED UNIFORM SHOP HOURS  

18 July Yr 3 Tamborine Heritage Village Excursion 
20 July  SFX Field Events—9.00-2.00pm 
23 July School  Expo 
24 July School Liturgy—Presentation of new  
  Mission & Vision statement 
26 July Yr 7 Leadership Day—Tallebudgera 
27 July SFX Track Events & Ball Games 
1   Aug GCN Athletics Day 
2   Aug GCN Athletics Day 
3   Aug Beach-a-Thon 

TUCKSHOP NEWS  

DIARY DATES  

AMENDMENT 
 
Dear All, 
 
Please note, I made a silly mistake last week stating I'd 
be open on Fridays, which is incorrect! 
Here are the correct new hours for the Uniform Shop 
 
Monday and Thursday mornings from 8.30a.m. - 11.30a.m. 
Wednesday and Thursday Afternoons from 1p.m. - 4p.m. 
 

We do hope that this will make it more convenient for all. 
Remember, you can also email or phone through an 

order to me, which I will have your child bring home. 

Cheers, Helen Nides 

I would like to thank everyone for the support with the 
Runaway Bay Shops docket competition. There are still 
some Mondays and Wednesdays that require help. Please 
let me know if you are available.  
 
Helpers this week are 
Wednesday July 15 Sonya Belyea, Help Needed 
Thursday July 16 Anne Neville, Maree Cavill 
Friday July 20th Kim Grobbelaar, Carmel Tijsen, Karen 
Smith, Heleen Van Daalen  
Monday July 23 Alexandra Bennett 
Tuesday July 24 Natasha Hunter 
Wednesday July 25 Tina Brewster, Help Needed 
 
Thanks  

Kathryn  












